Hi Ann, 

What I now understand is that we shall be writing to the Secretary of State 
(Communities and Local Government Minister), through MPs and Lord Avebury, 
and then seeking a Judicial Review if, as expected, her/his replies are unsatisfactoiy. 

The JR result COULD be appealed to the Court of Appeal with the expectation 
that the Minister's decision (lets say) to allow Basildon to evict could be 
QUASHED. 

But, as you say, we first advance the JOINT HOMELESS APPLICATION 
with a number of tricky questions to Basildon (which you will phrase) based 
on their initial reply (expected this week - as they promise a reply within a 
week. 

(1 will just mention that Janine Sargoni, of SWL, HAS advised us to press 
ahead with homeless applications - but did not put forward, as you did, the 
suggestion of the Joint Homeless approach. 

You should also know that Sargoni has in hand an appeal against refusal 
of their appeal in the case of the 11 yards and a number of "special cases" 

(hearing on 3 October in Basildon). 

I am sending you today Prescott's letter, Ruth Kelly's refiisal, Kathleen McCarthy's 
Joint Planning Application, and other papers including maps and an aerial photo 
of Dale Farm to put you in the picture. 

Good point you make - that since Basildon (under Labour) had given permits 
to 40 yards, there was a "very reasonable" expectation that the new yards 
would get permission too. 

On publicity, we are getting a lot - local papers, regional tv (and am trying to interest A1 
Jazeera at the moment). Head of school will not allow filing inside - but we've had a good 
local report recently. 

Eli Frankham was the founder of the NRRA (died about 2002). We campaigned together 
to save Horsmunden Fair (Home Office allowed police to blockdate the village with 70 
police vans and about 800 officers). The fair continues, growing again eveiy year ....!!! 

On a personal note, I got in with the Travellers after refusing National Service and 
escaping to Ireland. I have just finished a novel FREE BORN TRAVELLER which tells 
of what happened there in the 1960s (coming out in September, publisher SmallWorld 
Media), Later I lived in the Romani township of Suto Orizari (population now 50,000) 
in Macedonia where I was married to a member of the Phralipe Ensemble - we broke up 
after nine years. That's how I come to speak Romanes and translated my book 
Desting of Europe's Gypsies (Heinemann 1973) into Romanes (published by UNESCO). 
Good that you mention Native Americans. We have had support from the 
Cherokee Nation and the Six Nation Confederacy - who sent representatives to 
Dale Farm recently. We fly their flag, as well as the blue and green flag, embossed 
with a red ashok chakra (wheel), of the Romani Nation. 

I guess what we have to do is take the Joint Homess Application, and later the 
appeal against Ruth Kelly's decision (by way of letters from her successor) 
as far as we can - and then look around for a barrister (hoping too that Keith 
Lomax may not be too busy to help). 

I am asking Zach Scott to chase up, and go and see, LIBERTY (I worked with 


Tony Smythe of the NCCL and Erie Lubbock (Avebury) in the 1966s after I 
founded the Gypsy Council (1966) and organized the first World Romani 
Congress (London 1971). 

Starting this week, Zach and I will be compling details, including school 
children, of everyone in the 50 yards (we have a lot of data already) But 
there are gaps because of people being away in France, Germany, Spain 
- on working trips) 

Re misdeeds of Constant St Co, you will see much of this on the DVD of the 
notorious Meadowlands Eviction. 

Re caravan sites for (possible) sale, I will mention this to one or two 
business men at Dale Farm. 

The Dale Farm Housing Association aims to become a "social Landlord" 
for the purpose of buying land at Pitsea (as proposed by John Prescott) 
with finding from the Housing Corporation (but this is long-term). 

Yes, will will tell Basildon that you are to be paid for your time, when 
we have succeeded in the Homeless application. 

All the best 

Grattan 

Grattan 

" Ann S. Dean" <Arm.S.Dean@BTOpen\A/oridcom> mote: 

SECRETARY OF STATE a lot of work to do before we can send this as 
explained below, but in a week or two we should be ready to do press 
release and ask MPs and Peers to help to pass on our questions and 
send us the replies. Hi Gratton. 

I am sorry I could not phone you back after lunch, but I had other urgent 
caes to deal with and then I fell asleep from exhaustion. 

I have spent too many hours writing this so can you agree by a seperate 
e-mail signed by you and Kathleen that if you win or the Council 
discontinues the action you will ask the Council to pay for the hours I have 
spent (7 hours today) and you will ask any solicitor to do the same, as I 
could have spent the time on my Heritage Press and my Victorian Art 
website which promotes my books. No time to finish tidying up the PQs 
below 

How exciting that your cousin Nick Harvey is an MP. Is he a Traveller? 
Can you ask him if he is willing to table one or preferably more than one 
Parliamentary Question (PQs) on Traveller and Planning Law Reform. 
Which Party is he? 

%%%%%%%%%% 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o% 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o 0 /o%%555555 
55555555555555555555555555555555555 "Why will HM Goverment 
(Communities Secretary, Home Secretary and Minister of Justice, not 
urgently reform Traveller and Planning Law to ensure that Traveller 
children are not deprived of their Human Right to Education (in the First 
Protocol, Article 2 of the Human Rights Act 1998) by evictions? 

Some are supposedly for planning reasons, but in reality are to quote a 
Basildon Councillor, "tainted by racism", like the planned eviction by 


Basildon Council at Dale Farm in Essex where 400 long term residents 
may be evicted and their mobile homes destroyed, 

Others are the too frequent evictions of those with no legal site, by the 
Police using Section 61 of the "draconian" 1994 Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act with no Court hearing and in one very inhumane eviction 
by the Bloxwich Police the Travellers only had one hour’s notice from the 
Council, followed by only 5 minutes notice from the Police, one innocent 
man was arrested and assaulted, his caravan was towed away and his 
pregnant wife was left only with their car and no money for nappies, baby 
milk or food for her crying childre. 

Others are unlawful because the Police order the Travellers to leave when 
the land owner has not previously asked them to leave and/or because 
they have unmet health problems, like the need to see a dentist, or 
pregnancy. Recently Ann Dean a member of the Romani Rights 
Association, persuaded the Devon and Cornwall Police to quash unlawful 
use of s61 at Trelever and elsewhere, but too often the police refuse 
despite the caselaw in the 1995 Wealden Judgement that evictions must 
be delayed for health and education needs and the similar case law for 
the Police in the Small case. So evictions by s61 can take place every few 
days, instead of in less racist times every few weeks, so attending school 
is impossible. 

In a current case in East Berkshire the Stokes family in only four caravans 
had no schooling for two weeks. 

notice when It is unlawful as they have health problemsthe landowner has 
not asked them to leave, or when he has but and by Councils who avoid a 
court hearing by asking the police to use s61 without delaying the eviction 
for heath and education 

and why did the then Secretary of State, Ruth Kelly, reverse the decision 
by her predecessor John Prescott at the ODPM, as he granted temporary 
planning consent for the 400? Travellers camped on their own land on 50 
of the 100 plots at Dale Farm in Basildon, because he said in 2002 that 
their educational needs should outweigh the concern over the Green Belt 
and the Transport system, but she said the opposite? Also when Basildon 
Council was Labour controlled it granted planning consent for 50 yards at 
Dale Farm and so those who purchased the other fifty had a "reasonable 
expectation" that the Council would also grant it to them, so does the 
Communities Secretary agree that estoppel, should have prevented the 
refusal of planning consent by the new Conservative controlled Council to 
the second 50 yards and that its decision that it would bulldoze the mobile 
homes of the residents, would not only deprive the children of 
uninterrupted schooling bit also leave them homeless, causing the Council 

enormous expense in housing them, plus the £ set aside for the 

cost of destroying their homes and Possibly a huge sum in damages if the 

High Court decided to quash the eviction, was the £ set aside for the 

eviction, a misuse of public money, and "tainted by racism". as a Labour 
Councillor said and should not the Councillors who voted for it be fined for 


breaking the Race Relations Act 2000 and their duty to show common 
humanity and to house the homeless and not to waste huge sums of 
ratepayers money 

Also whether he would table two or more all party Early Day Motions or 
EDMs asking HM Government He is only allowed to do this if your MP 
refuses and/ or the Facts relate to North Devon, but givehim my phone 
number an say that I persuaded the Devon and Cornwall Police and the 
Devon County Council to quash the unlawful eviction of Travellers 
a Question asking the Communities Secretary to explain why Traveller law 
and planning law has not been reformed as Travellers all over the Country 
are denied their Human Right to Education (in the First Protocol Article 2 
of the Human Rights Act 1998? 

We are not appealiing Ruth Kelly's decision but sending her and Basildon 
DC new questions and if her reply is "unreasonable" asking the High 
Court to review the decision in her reply. Some questions will be based on 
Basildon's reply to the Homeless Application. Please let me draft the 
wording of the replies you send, Note in your diary that we want to as for 
JR of the June 7 decision within in 3 months, as soon as we get reply to 
Homeles Applicaion. 

Warn Kathleen and your Committee that if Basildon phones them to listen 
carefully, (and phone you asp) but not say Yes or No but ask, "Please 
send this in writing to me by 1st Class post and to Gratton by e-mail, (then 
you can e-mail it to me.) 

I will also need the full text of Prescott's Decision and if possible a 
complete report of the arguments by the Barristers on both sides in his 
decision and Ruth Keelly*s ( SW Law might get those before you part 
company, )but BETTER ask the Council' s Legal Department for them as 
you have a right to them, or if they deny that ask for them to be sent to 
Kathleen as she has the locus standi (Latin for the right to stand in Court) 
as she will be a victim. This request should frighten them nicely. 

When will you answer my request for details of school attendance, as your 
enemies are claiming it is poor and we must rebut that if we can, the Head 
should be able to give you the attendance and ask her if it is below, equal 
or above the average> and OFSTED Report, If their are any poor 
attenders ask the parents to see they do attend and always send a note if 
they are ill and note the day they sent it. Print off some notes for the 
illiterate with spaces for the child’s name and class and date, parents' 
phone number, headed My child cannot come to school because, he/she 
is ill/ needs / to go to the dentist / other reason 

Let us flood the Local Press with positive photos, eg a child with back to 
the camera pointing a wall display of artwork and labelled photos on the 
Traveller way of life with a close up with, pictures of a vardo and a modern 
caravan inside with modem cooker and decorarative cushions and a 
Bedouin tent, Mongolian yurt and Native American Plains Indian tipi, all 
nomads who in the past depended on horses. Homes is in The National 
Curriculum, for Infants. Also the older children could look up on the 


Intemetor in books the Cherokee Trial of Tears, when they were evicted, 
The only tribe to invent their own alphabet and the first to publish their 
own newspaper, They lived in houses and wore normal 19 th century 
clothes. Plenty of children's books in libraries. 

Forgive me for not knowing, but who. is, or was Eli Frankha?. Was he a 
peaceful fighter for Civil Rights, as that is why I chose Martin Luther King. 
Nelson Mandela or Ghanhi or are other possobilitie, as every one has 
heard of them. Do you know any charities which might give or lend the 
money like a mortgage for the purchase of three disused sites. The first 
one was only used for only three months and then closed because of 
rough Travellers, but the Council might be willing I was told to allow anothr 
Council or a Social Landlord, like my trust to buy it. It has about 26 plots,. 
Please could you e-mail or post me asp a photocopy or e-mail of the exact 
wording of the Homeless Application and time and date that it was 
presented to the Council, so I am ready for the Council's reply. 

There is a free planning adviser I think on the Department of Communities 
and Local Govemmentt web site , please ask your American researcher to 
look it up and send me and you their contact details 
As you are already out of time for the Appeal the most urgent thing is the 
Homeless Application. The Appeal can wait a few weeks. 

It is great that the blog under the photo says that the Homeless 
Application, makes the Council look stupid, very useful legally 
Comparing Ruth Kelly with John Prescott should make her look stupid too. 
The legal words for stupid are "Wednesbury unreasonable" or irrational. 
The High Court is NOT the same as the Court of Appeal. The latter 
quashes a decision because it was wrong. Judicial Review Quashes it 
because it was wrongly made because the decision was biased and did 
not hear both sides or worse was tainted with racism or did not consider 
facts it should have considered like where they could live if mobile homes 
were destroyed, interruption of education, Deaf school invalids etc. (send 
invalids details) 

The High Court can order Basildon BC not to evict or it can quash the 
decision or ask them to make a new decision etc. 

If the Council reject the Homeless Application we need to ask for a 
Review or appeal, depending on what they say. 

You need a good Barrister and the best for Homeless and Traveller Law is 
David Watkinson . You need a good Solicitor for that and Keith Lomax is 
the best but very busy Bindmans in London near Kings Cross Station are 
good on Human Rights cases, but their Housing Solicitor might be too 
busy. When we are ready for the High Court ie by Aug 1 5 at the latest 
because of 3 month rule we could ask Keith Lomax for "A written Opinion 
from Counsel” A Barrister, 

I 

(In confidence SW law are NOT reliable, one of those who has signed up 
with them should write to them with free proof of posting askingthem to 
send him/her all the letters, and e- mails and a list of all the phone calls 


made on their behalf. 

AND they should ask why they did not advise a Homeless Application as 
in the Margaret Price case to force Basildon to let them remain where they 
were. 

Another should ask what did they did to try to prevent eviction any time 
after June 6 for a reply in & days. 

Ask them to reply in Seven Days as "time is of the Essence”, 

Address the letters to The Senior Partner (name is not needed but will be 
on their note paper. 

Then I can draft a letter if they wish it to Keith Lomax but as he is so busy 
I suggect a few to stay with me, and we can decide which later? Choose 
the best at speaking camly and logically to be Litigants in Person with me 
to help them, so I can ask the Council's Barrister tricky questions, 


